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Scripture:  Matthew 5:10-12 

Title:  Persecution  

 

Again verses 10-12 are one beatitude 

 Spelled out in 10 

 Personalized in 11 

 Further explained in 12 

There is one result – theirs in the kingdom of heaven 

 Could say there’s a double blessing 

  Verses 10 and 11 

 One promise – verse 10 

Persecution 

John Knox a great Scottish preacher had this said about 

him; “He feared God so much that he never dared to 

fear any man.”   

Chrysostom, great Christian of ancient times, summoned 

before the Roman Emperor Arcadius and threatened 

with banishment if he didn't cease to proclaim Jesus, is 

said to have replied, “Sire, you cannot banish me, for 

the world is my Father's house.” 

“Then I will slay you!” exclaimed the angered 

emperor.  “Nay, but you cannot, for my life is hid with 

Christ in God.” 

“Your treasures will be confiscated!” came the fiery 

retort.  “Sire, that cannot be; my treasures are in 

heaven, where none can break through and steal.” 



“But I will drive you from men, and you will have no 

friends left.” 

“That you cannot do either, for I have a Friend in 

heaven who has said, ‘I will never leave you or forsake 

you.’” 

Ultimately, he was banished to Cucusus, on the edge of 

Armenia.  But he so continued to influence his friends by 

letters that his enemies determined to banish him further 

away, and he died on the journey. 

 

Those who are citizens of the kingdom 

 Are at odds w/ satan’s system 

  There will be, there should be, a reaction 

  The world should react to us 

   And it won’t always be positive 

 

Today we often try to make the gospel less offensive 

 Make it more tolerable 

  When we do this we strip it of its power 

  It is stripped of its impact 

When we try to fit in, and avoid persecution 

We’ve often strip the truth away and it is no longer 

saving truth 

If we identify too closely w/ the world’s system, 

often truth is compromised 

This is not living the way Jesus would have us 

 It is not living by the beatitudes 

 

Persecution, trials come to prove, to test our faith 



 To give us assurance that we are in the kingdom 

 

A man came to Tertullian, the early church father, and 

he was struggling with living out his Christianity, he 

thought it was impossible.  

He ended his pleadings for a solution to Tertullian by 

saying, "What can I do, I must live."  

Tertullian replied, "Must you?"  

What a strange answer.  

What he was saying is if you die of starvation it's better 

than if you compromise.  

Our only choice is loyalty to Christ 

Even if it means we die 

…or being deprived of some material thing. 

 

We need to live righteous lives – following what God 

has commanded, following these beatitudes… 

 

When we lovingly confront sin; speak the truth in love 

 There are 2 responses possible 

1.  People will repent and trust Jesus 

2. They will persecute us  

Persecuted for… 

…persecuted for righteousness…persecuted for Me 

This persecution is not because of disagreement 

Not b/c of disagreeableness  

 From people who just don’t agree w/ our views 

 



There are various reasons people are persecuted  

 I have known people who are just grumpy… 

  Have a disagreeable personality 

 They ask for trouble by what they say and do 

  It has nothing to do w/ Jesus  

  Nothing to do w/ a godly life 

   They may claim it is 

   It is often their own fault 

   It is others reactions to them 

 

This verse is talking about others reactions to Jesus 

 It would be us living our lives for Him 

 Speaking the truth in love 

Helping the world to see they are 

separated from God 

 

Persecuted for righteousness, persecuted because of 

Jesus is different from a grumpy life, a confrontational 

person 

 

Persecution for righteousness sake… 

1 Peter 4:14 

14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

on you 

This is not persecution b/c of being offensive 

Or persecution b/c of our arrogance 

This is persecution b/c of who we are in Jesus 



 B/c we name His name 

 B/c we believe in the true and living God 

 B/c we’ve identified ourselves w/ Him 

It is for proclaiming His righteous standard 

 

"In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted," - 2 Timothy 3:12 
Mehdi Dibaj was born in 1934 in Iran into an 
extremely wealthy Muslim family. He came to Christ 
as a teenager and went to seminary and became a 
minister. In 1979 he was put in jail for 68 days 
because of his faith. In 1984 he was arrested again 
and for the next nine years he was regularly 
tortured. On December 21, 1993 an Islamic court in 
the city of Sari condemned him to die. 
During the trial, Dibaj said the following in his 
defense: "Life for me is an opportunity to serve 
Him, and death is a better opportunity to be with 
Christ. Therefore I am not only satisfied to be in 
prison for the honor of His Holy Name, but am 
ready to give my life for the sake of Jesus my Lord 
and enter His kingdom sooner, the place where the 
elect of God enter everlasting life, but the wicked to 
eternal damnation." World opinion pressured Iran to 
release Rev. Dibaj in January 1994. For the next 
five months he encouraged other believers in Iran. 
Then in June 1994, he was mysteriously abducted 
and suffered martyrdom. 
Mission experts estimate that 1 out of 200 
Christians throughout the world are martyred for 
their faith. Today in prayer, thank Christ that the 
small price for living a godly life is persecution. Pray 



for those Christians whose lives are threatened 
because of their faith in Christ. 
"What a privilege to live for our Lord and to die for 
Him as well." - Mehdi Dibaj 
God's Word: "Remember the words I spoke to you: 
'No servant is greater than his master.' If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they 
obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also." - 
John 15:20 

 

Our poverty of spirit is counter to the pride of the 

unbeliever 

Our repentant, contrite, weeping over sin isn’t 

appreciated by the callous, indifferent world 

Our meek/gentle spirit that doesn’t strike back is in 

opposition to the militant, me first, spirit of the world 

Our hunger and thirst for righteousness is so different 

from the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the 

boastful pride of this world 

Purity of heart is in strong contrast to the hypocrisy 

and corruption of the world 

 

Matthew 5:44 

44 "But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you, 

Their hatred of Jesus should be the reason for 

persecuting us 

 It should not be our own offensiveness 

  It isn’t nor should it ever be about us 



We should always be loving 

We should always speak the truth in love 

 We shouldn’t be cantankerous 

 That shouldn’t be their reason for being upset 

 We shouldn’t be unkind, ugly or arrogant 

We should be speaking the truth and living the truth 

 

Persecuted for righteousness involves our seeking to 

give them nothing to discredit us with – to give fire to 

their false claims and lies about us 

 We live by the word 

  Our righteous lives will bring offense 

   We live poor in spirit, mourning… 

We need to be sure it is Jesus’ life and words causing 

the offense not our lives 

 

If people say evil about us b/c it is true 

 That is not persecution for righteousness… 

If people say evil about us b/c of Jesus 

 That is the persecution talked about here 

 

This doesn’t mean we’re blessed whenever we’re 

confronted w/ s., by someone 

 We are blessed when this happens b/c of Jesus 

  When we share His gospel 

  When we speak His truth 

   And we are persecuted… 

 



The more powerfully we proclaim Jesus… 

The more clearly we live Jesus… 

The more evident it is that we belong to Him… 

The more our lives and words confront this world 

 The more hostility we will receive here 

 The greater our reward in heaven 

Rejoice   

Matthew 5:12 

12 "Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is 

great; for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.  

Rejoice and be glad 

 Be glad when you are being persecuted 

 When people are lying about you 

 When they are whispering behind your back 

 

Not just rejoice – Greek word means to jump about 

and skip and shout for joy 

 How can we do this? 

 Why should we do this? 

Great reward 

…your reward in heaven is great 

How long is heaven?   

 Forever… 

How long is here? 



 A vapor, not very long, getting shorter… 

  This is a perspective we need to have 

  Need to have it in our lives 

   This world is not our home 

   We’re just passing through 

  This is short term 

  Heaven is long term – forever 

Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth 

and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break 

in and steal… 

 

Heaven is forever – great is our reward in heaven 

 How much time do you have left here… 

  15-20 years 

  Some more, some less 

 How long is forever… 

  Everyone who has repented and trusted… 

Where should our treasures be… 

 

Do you know what great means? 

 It means…great!!! 

  Abundant 

In good company 

Another reason to be so glad is 

…in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you 



What’s the big deal w/ this? 

 Consider the prophets… 

  Men like Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah 

Godly men, men to look up to, men to 

admire and model our lives after 

 

In the first book of the Chronicles of Narnia 

Near the end of the story the lion Aslan… 

Was restoring the people that the white witch had 

turned into statues 

One of these was another lion 

When they were ready to rejoin the battle Aslan said:  

those who are good with their noses must come in the 

front with us lions… 

The lion heard that and went around telling everyone 

Did you hear what he said?  Us lions 

That means him and me 

Us lions… 

He was so excited about being connected w/ Aslan 

The connection they had b/c they were both lions 

Made a huge difference for him 

Being in the company of the prophets 

Should be a great encouragement for us 

Did you hear that – when we’re persecuted we’re right 

up there w/ Isaiah, Daniel, Jeremiah and others… 

  

We are in the same company as them 



Think of that up there w/ Ezekiel, with Hosea 

and Amos… 

 Even with Daniel… 

 

If we had doubts about our salvation before… 

Think of this, we have the same assurance as the 

prophets of old 

 Our persecution puts us in the same class 

 

When we follow Jesus, when we preach the truth and 

live by the truth… 

 And the world persecutes 

 We are in a good line, a godly line 

  We know this b/c we are persecuted 

We’re one of them…imagine that… 

 

When we realize our own poverty and worthlessness 

 When we mourn over this… 

We come to the point where we are forgiven 

 We are shown mercy 

How do we know this has really happened? 

 When we are persecuted 

 

When we are persecuted for righteousness sake 

Rejoice – heaven is ours, we are in great 

company of the saints of old 

 



Our lives, living by the beatitudes are opposite of the 

world – stand up for yourself 

 

We should not take into account the wrongs we suffer 

 That’s not at all what the world says 

 They don’t like that… 

 Don’t want to hear it, don’t want to see it 

 

Someone who wants to know the Lord Jesus, seeks 

after Him w/ all their hearts – makes the world 

uncomfortable, uneasy… 

 Someone who is pure in heart… 

Someone who is speaking truth, sharing the 

peace that God has made available… 

 

Conclusion: 

Where are your priorities? 

What do you say and think about yourself? 

 It is not the rich 

 It isn’t the proud 

 It isn’t the favorites of earthly kings 

  That enter the kingdom of heaven 

 

It is the poor 

It is the meek 

It is the sorrowing 

It is the hungry 

It is the sincere 



It is the peacemaking 

It is the persecuted.   

 These people enter the kingdom of heaven 

The proof of their citizenship – the world 

hates them 

 

First have you accepted the truth of who Jesus is? 

 

Second are you willing to stand for that truth? 

 Even at the cost of your life? 

  What about a friendship? 

  What about a job? 

   Do we really have to live? 

   Do we really need…? 

 

Benediction: 

1 Peter 4:12-13 

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 

among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 

though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 

but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, 

keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His 

glory you may rejoice with exultation. 
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