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Matthew 5:3-7 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted.  

5 "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the 

earth.  

6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 

mercy.  

 

Only the poor in spirit enter the kingdom 

Only those who mourn 

Only those who are gentle 

Only those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 

Once we enter the kingdom we continue to be  

 Poor in spirit, mourners, gentle and hungry 

We also need to seek mercy 

 And then give mercy 

 

What really matters is what’s on the inside 

It is the internal that makes the difference 

 



Action is important, only as the inside is working out 

 These principles are not externals 

 They are internal qualities 

  True Christianity is not a veneer, a façade 

 

Christianity is s. that happens at the center of our being 

 It is not a bunch of external rules 

 It is an internal action, at the core of our being 

  This is what the King is proclaiming 

 

The first four beatitudes are strictly internal  

The next result from the first four 

 They are the fruit of the first four 

The first four are inner attitudes 

The last four are the outer display of those attitudes 

Mercy 

What kind of person is a merciful person? 

 Are arrogant people usually merciful? 

 Are the strong and powerful usually merciful? 

  What about the self-sufficient? 

 

It is generally the people who see themselves for who 

they really are – wretches before God, who mourn 

over their sin, who are gentle and desire to know God 

that are able to be merciful 

 



When we see our own need for mercy 

 We are able to be merciful 

 

When we realize we are poor in spirit, we are beggars 

 Then we are more able to be merciful 

 

What is being merciful?  

 Is it being good to everyone… 

 So, they’ll be good to you? 

  Maybe if you’re good toward God 

  He’ll be good toward you… 

 

If people see us care, they’ll care, right?… 

 Is this true, do we really see this? 

If you’re merciful to everyone, is everyone then 

merciful to you… 

 

For the Romans – mercy was considered weakness 

They were into justice, revenge and vengeance 

They admired discipline, power and strength 

 Mercy was an evidence of weakness 

 Called a disease of the soul 

 

Actually, isn’t showing kindness today considered to 

be weakness?   

Showing kindness after you’ve been wronged? 

Jesus’ mercy 



Was Jesus merciful? 

 He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind 

 Fed the hungry… 

  Remember the woman caught in adultery? 

  Everyone ready to stone her… 

  What does Jesus say? 

   The one w/o sin – cast 1
st
 stone 

…Is no one left to condemn you – 

neither do I – go and sin no more 

He ate w/ tax collectors and sinners… 

Great mercy! 

 Most merciful person ever to live 

And yet…they crucified Him…screamed for His death 

2 merciless systems (Roman and Jewish) united 

to kill Him 

 Roman – merciless, totalitarian, intolerant 

Jewish – apostate religion based on 

externals 

 

Jesus is our high priest, He intercedes for us 

 Mercy comes from Him 

 

Mercy is compassion in action 

 Genuine compassion w/ pure unselfish motives 

Mercy grows out of a relationship w/ God 

 

The people in Jesus’ kingdom are givers not takers 

 They’re not condemners but mercy givers 



This is more than sympathy and compassion 

 This is getting into their skin 

 Thinking their thoughts feeling their emotions 

  Caring for them in a tangible way 

Mercy is meeting the need – not just feeling it 

 

Titus 3:5 tells us… 

 According to His mercy He saved us 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

Ephesians 2 says God is rich in mercy 

 

Mercy is part of salvation – b/c of mercy we are saved 

 Often put mercy and forgiveness together 

 May even confuse the 2 – there is a difference 

  Forgiveness comes b/c of mercy 

God’s mercy is greater, more than, 

forgiveness 

 

Forgiveness flows out of mercy 

 Where does mercy come from? 

Ephesians 2:4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, 

Mercy comes from love 

 It is b/c of God’s great love 

 That He shows us mercy 

 That He forgives us 



Mercy and grace 

Are mercy and grace the same thing? 

Mercy always assumes a problem 

God’s goodness to those in misery/distress 

Grace deals with the problem itself 

God’s goodness to those who deserve 

punishment 

Mercy deals with the symptoms 

Grace deals with the problem 

 Mercy offers relief from punishment 

 Grace offers pardon from the crime 

Grace removes the sin 

Mercy eliminates the punishment 

 Mercy eliminates the pain 

 Grace grants a better condition 

 

Familiar w/ the story of the Good Samaritan… 

 Mercy relives his pain 

 Grace rents him a room 

Mercy deals w/ the negative 

Grace puts it in the positive 

 Mercy says no to hell 

 Grace gives heaven 

  Mercy says – I pity you 

  Grace says – I pardon you 

  



As we consider God’s mercy we must also consider 

His justice 

Often when we think of God being merciful we have 

the mistaken idea that God must be overlooking 

judgment – He just sets aside his justice for a while… 

 That is not the case at all! 

 Can God be merciful w/o satisfying His justice? 

  Just b/c He’s merciful 

 

His justice was satisfied on the cross 

 W/o shedding blood – no forgiveness 

 Jesus shed His blood 

  Justice is satisfied 

  Mercy is given 

 

Lovingkindess OT word often used for mercy… 

Psalms 119:64 

64 The earth is full of Your lovingkindness, (mercy) O 

Lord; 

Genesis 32:10 

10 I am unworthy of all the lovingkindness (mercy) 

and of all the faithfulness which You have shown to 

Your servant; 

2 Samuel 24:14 

Let us now fall into the hand of the Lord for His 

mercies are great 

Psalms 69:13 



O God, in the greatness of Your lovingkindness, 

(mercy) 

 

Should now have an idea of what mercy is 

 God’s kindness to those in misery and distress 

Jesus showed mercy 

 How do we? 

Showing mercy 

James 2:13 

13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has 

shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.  

It is important for us to show mercy 

 If we don’t we will be judged 

  Blessed are the merciful for… 

 

The merciful are those who reach out 

 Not those who grasp and take 

 It was mercy that caused David to spare king 

Saul when by all rights he should have killed 

him 

 It was mercy that allowed Joseph to accept his 

brothers and meet their needs even after being 

treated badly by them 

Psalms 109:14-16 

4 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before 

the Lord, And do not let the sin of his mother be 



blotted out. 15 Let them be before the Lord 

continually, That He may cut off their memory from 

the earth; 16 Because he did not remember to show 

lovingkindness (mercy), But persecuted the afflicted 

and needy man, And the despondent in heart, to put 

them to death.  

The world tells us to get everything we can get 

God tells us to give everything we can give 

 

If offended – be merciful 

If someone does s. against you – be merciful 

 

Listen to this description of godless society 

Romans 1:29-32 

29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, 

greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; 

they are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, 

insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, 

disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, 

untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;  

What’s the last of the list – unmerciful… 

What’s the culmination – unmerciful… 

 

If we have received mercy 

 How can we not be merciful? 

  What did we deserve? 

How can we be cruel to someone when we so 

desperately needed mercy from God? 



God is the source of mercy 

Mercy is a gift from God 

Only those who are poor in spirit, who mourn, 

who are gentle and hunger and thirst for 

righteousness can truly be merciful 

  Mercy is not a normal human attribute 

  We can’t make it happen 

 This isn’t normal for us… 

 

The only way to be merciful is to receive God’s mercy 

 His gift of righteousness through His Son Jesus  

 

Show mercy physically – meeting needs 

Show mercy spiritually – have pity on their souls 

Believers, who have experienced God’s mercy 

themselves – should show it to others  

 

2 Timothy 2:25 

25 with gentleness (or meekness) correcting those who 

are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 

repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,  

Mercy corrects, teaches and instructs regarding the 

truth, mercy prays for the souls of others 

Receiving mercy 

…Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy 

As we show mercy, we receive even more mercy 



 Others may not show us mercy 

 God will show us mercy, show us more mercy 

  Both now and in the future 

 

Matthew 18:23-35 

 

Conclusion: 

First question today is 

 Have you received God’s mercy? 

  Realized your poverty of spirit… 

  Realized your need to mourn over sin 

  Realized your need to be meek/gentle 

  Hungered and thirsted after righteousness 

 

Second question is 

 Are you showing mercy? 

 Are you being merciful? 

  To those who don’t deserve it 

  Consider the mercy God has shown you... 

 

Benediction:   

Hebrews 4:16 

16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 

throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 
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