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Scripture:  1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

Title:  The Cross and the Resurrection 

 

Look at 2 things today 

 2 main things around the resurrection 

First – what is the meaning of the cross? 

Second – what is the meaning of the resurrection? 

 2 different passages of Scripture 

 Matthew 27 and 1 Corinthians 15 

First… 

The Cross 

History records some 30,000 Jews were crucified by 

the Romans around the time of Jesus 

 We don’t talk about any of the others 

 There were 2 on either side of Jesus 

  Don’t even know their names 

Why Jesus? 

What is the meaning of the cross? 

 

Matthew 27:45-53 

From noon to three there was darkness 

Don’t know if this was localized in Jerusalem, 

Israel or the whole lighted earth… 

Few indications in history that it could have been 

world wide – nothing conclusive 



The sun went dark… 

 The one who came as light to the world 

 Died in darkness… 

 

Interesting note – not an eclipse 

 Moon was in the wrong place for this 

 We know b/c of position of moon for Passover 

The sun just quit for 3 hours… 

 

OT shows darkness as symbol of God’s judgment 

NT also darkness is a sign of God’s judgment 

Darkness and judgment 

The cross is a place of God’s judgment and God’s 

wrath 

Jesus’ death on the cross is not just one among 

30,000 others dying – this is not a well-meaning 

martyr… 

His death is God’s judgment… 

Isaiah 13:10 

10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations 

Will not flash forth their light; 

The sun will be dark when it rises 

And the moon will not shed its light.  

Matthew 24:29 

29 "But immediately after the tribulation of those days 

THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON 

WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL 



FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will 

be shaken. 

 

This is an act of God’s judgment and God shows that 

by making it midnight in the middle of the day 

 

What is God judging? 

What is God pouring out His wrath on? 

 There is only one thing – sin 

 

Toward the end of the darkness – Jesus cries out 

 My God, my God why have you forsaken Me 

 

Here is Jesus, God’s Son, His beloved Son, in Whom 

He is well pleased… 

 God forsakes Him, turns His back on Him 

  How can God turn His back on Himself? 

  How can this be? 

   I do not know how… 

 

I do know why – Jesus became sin for us 

 He was bearing our sin – God had to turn away 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him. 

1 Peter 2:24 



24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 

cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 

Jesus took our sin on Himself 

 He was our substitute  

  Substitutionary atonement 

He took our place, He died in our place, He died for us 

 He did not become sin 

 He bore our sin… 

Willingly surrendered His life 

 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, 

and yielded up His spirit. 

John and Luke also say… 

John 19:30 

30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, 

He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and 

gave up His spirit.  

Luke 23:46 

6 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, 

"Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY 

SPIRIT." Having said this, He breathed His last. 

His work was finished, completed 

 He did what He came to do 

 

Then… He gave up His Spirit 

 His life was not taken from Him 

 He willingly gave it up Himself 



John 10:17-18 

17 "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay 

down My life so that I may take it again.  18 "No one 

has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My 

own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I 

have authority to take it up again. 

Jesus sacrificed Himself willingly 

 This is what He came to do 

 This is what He wanted to do 

 This is what He did 

Access to the Father 

 51 And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in 

two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and 

the rocks were split.  

The inner part of the temple is referred to here 

There was the holy place where the bread, the incense 

and the light were kept 

Then there was a veil and behind that was the 

Holy of Holies 

 The most sacred part 

 High Priest alone could go in there 

 Symbolic place of God’s presence 

 He could only go once a year 

  Specific task – get in, get out 

Basically access to God was denied 



The blood of lambs, and bulls and goats and 

pigeons was never enough – no one was 

righteous 

  Jesus’ blood was enough 

  It paid the price 

Veil was torn from top to bottom 

Who could have done this? 

 God – access is open 

 The way has been paid 

By the blood of the Lamb 

Hebrews 4:16 

6 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 

throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need. 

The temple would have been full of people at this time 

 Preparing for Passover 

All of a sudden, the veil is torn, falls to 

the ground – the Holy of Holies is open 

for all to see 

Jesus paid the full penalty – we can now come before 

the Father – our debt has been paid 

 

There was also an earthquake and OT saints were 

resurrected – spirits reunited w/ glorified bodies 

 They appeared to many 

Don’t have time to look into this further today 

 Still amazing events… 

 



The meaning of the cross 

 The cross is judgment of sin 

Jesus’ willing surrender of His life  

Not taken from Him 

 It means access to the Father 

 

The meaning of the resurrection 

The resurrection 

The resurrection is the central point of history 

 The biggest event in history 

The cross loses its meaning w/o the resurrection 

 Jesus’ death becomes that of a martyr 

 Or the execution of fraud 

 

It is the cornerstone of what we believe 

 Take away the resurrection 

  Take away hope 

  Take away salvation 

  Take away eternal life 

 

It is an interesting thought 

Everything before the resurrection looks 

towards it, waiting for it, longing for it… 

Everything after the resurrection looks back to it 

– it is our hope, our ground, our foundation 

 It was God’s plan from before creation 



  Think on that one… 

 

What we celebrate today, Jesus’ resurrection… 

 It is the point, the purpose of all creation 

 

Do you know what the first sermon ever preached in 

the church was on? 

 The resurrection – Acts 2, given by Peter 

  Preaches on it again in chapters 4 & 10 

 Stephen preaches on it in chapter 7 

 Phillip preaches on it in chapter 8 

 Paul joins in in chapters 9 and 13 

 

In Romans it says …Jesus was raised up from the dead 

by the glory of the Father.  

In 1 Corinthians it says …He rose again the third day 

according to the Scripture.  

2 Corinthians, …He who raised up the Lord Jesus shall 

raise us up also.  

Galatians says …by Jesus Christ and God the Father 

who raised Him from the dead.  

In Ephesians… these are in accordance with the 

working of the strength of His might, which He brought 

in Christ when He raised Him from the dead.  

Paul says in Philippians …that I may know Him and the 

power of His resurrection.  

Colossians… God who raised Him from the dead.  

1 Thessalonians …His Son who He raised from the 

dead.  



Peter says that …He has begotten us to a living hope by 

the resurrection of Christ 

Revelation begins by saying that Christ …has the right 

to take the earth because it is He who was dead and is 

alive forever more 

 

Why do we gather together on Sunday not Saturday? 

They used to meet on the 7th day of the week 

because of creation (Saturday) 

  As miraculous as that was 

  The resurrection is greater 

  God’s redemption that He worked out 

We celebrate every Sunday, we remember every Sunday, 

some 2,000 years later – when Jesus rose from the dead 

 Jesus is alive 

 

John 14:19 
…because I live, you will live also. 

John 11:25-26 

5 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; 

he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,  26 and 

everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. 

 

Our salvation is based on the fact of the resurrection 

Romans 10:9 
9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved;  

Our hope of eternal life is based on the resurrection 

 

The resurrection is central w/o it we have nothing 

How do we know it is true? 

 I’ve never seen anyone resurrected… 



1 Corinthians 15:3-8 

The Scriptures 

 …that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that 

He was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, 

Jesus died for our sins according to the Scriptures 

The OT scriptures validate Jesus’ death, burial 

and resurrection 

  Isaiah 53 

  Psalm 22 

  The Sacrificial system 

  The Passover 

   Some examples… 

  Details written 100’s of years before 

The Scriptures tell us Jesus would die and rise again! 

The eyewitness 

 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than 

five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom 

remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 

then He appeared to James, then to all the 

apostles 

We don’t have just 1 eyewitness here… 

 514 at the very least… 

 

He appeared to Cephas – Peter 

 You know, that guy who betrayed Him 3 times 

He appeared to the 12  



You know, those guys who deserted Him in His 

hour of need 

 

How many witnesses does it take to believe 

something? 

 Is one enough – we’ve got Peter 

 How about 12 – the disciples 

  500 – at one time 

This is not some mass hallucination – that’s impossible 

All of these people saw Him 

 They know He’s alive 

 

Who is this James? 

Several mentioned in Scripture 

 One was a disciple – already mentioned 

This James was Jesus’ half brother 

  Born of Joseph and Mary 

You know what the bible says about him? 

 About Jesus’ brothers… 

John 7:5 

For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 

 

We’ve got a betrayer 

We’ve got deserters 

And we’ve got a skeptic 

 All saw Jesus resurrected 

 

The resurrection is true 

 Look at the lives that have been transformed 

 Look at the Scriptures 

 Look at the eyewitnesses 

Eye witnesses – many gave their lives 



We have real hope b/c Jesus is alive 

 Sin has been dealt with 

 The penalty has been paid 

 

Conclusion: 

At the cross we see God’s judgment poured out on 

Jesus – His judgment of sin – the judgment you and I 

deserved b/c we sin – Jesus never did 

 He took it for us, He died for us 

Jesus willingly gave His life – He surrendered Himself 

for us – dying for us 

His death opened up the way to the Father – b/c He 

died we can come to the Father 

B/c He rose – we know all of this to be true… 

 We know that He rose b/c the Bible tells us 

  All of the Bible tells us 

We know that He rose b/c of eyewitness 

testimony – testimony of people that would have 

been hard to convince 

 

It is true – Jesus died for you and me 

Trust Him – repent – confess and believe He 

died and rose for you 

This is the message we celebrate today – He has risen! 

 
Benediction:   

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 

also received, that Christ died for our sins according to 

the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He 

was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures 
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