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Title:  Galilee 

 

Matthew has proven Jesus as King 

 He has a His royal pedigree 

 By His miraculous birth 

 He was worshipped by the magi 

 He has fulfilled numerous OT prophecies 

 He was heralded by John the Baptist 

 He was anointed at His baptism 

 He was victorious over satan at His temptation 

Now His ministry begins.. 

John and Jesus 

Matthew 4:12-13 

Approximately one year has passed from verse 11 to 

verse 12 

Both John and Jesus had been ministering 

during this time 

Here in Matthew we have the beginning 

of Jesus’ ministry 

 

This year is recorded in John 1:19 – 4:42 

 Matthew doesn’t deal w/ these things 

 He is presenting the King 

 John 1:29 

…"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world!  



37  The two disciples heard him (John) speak, and 

they followed Jesus.  

 

 Jesus calls His first disciples 

 The wedding at Cana where He turned the water 

into wine 

 Jesus clears the temple – happens twice 

 Nicodemus has talked to Him – John 3 

 He has met the woman at the well – John 4 

 

Until Matthew 4, Jesus and John had both been 

preaching, baptizing 

John 4:2 – Jesus wasn’t baptizing, his disciples 

were 

 

John the Baptist had done his job 

 He had heralded the King 

  Pointed Him out 

Urged Him to be followed 

  Declared His position as King 

Now it is time for John to decrease 

Jesus to increase… 

John is taken into custody 

  He is put in jail 

  By Herod 

For Matthew – this is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry 

 The herald has finished heralding 

 Now the King begins 

Mark 1:14 



 …John had been taken into custody 

Luke 3 has more details on this part of the account 

King Herod… 

Son of King Herod when Jesus was born 

  Apple doesn’t fall far from the tree… 

Major difficulties with these kings 

 With the different Herods 

 

This Herod, one of the sons… 

 Also known as Antipas 

 Antipas married his brother Philip’s wife 

  Not a good thing… 

John, being who he was – remember him standing up 

to the Pharisees… 

 Stood up to Herod 

 Got him in trouble 

 Reproved Herod for this and other evils… 

John stood for what was right/apposed what the wrong 

 Herod ending up putting him in jail 

  For doing just that… 

 Didn’t like him saying these things about him 

Eventually the daughter of this wife 

 After a dance, asked for John’s head 

 That’s later… 

 Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken 

into custody, He withdrew into Galilee 

Why did He do this? 

 Why go to Galilee? 

 Was He afraid? 



Galilee would be the worst place if He 

was trying to get away 

  Herod is king in Galilee 

 

All part of the plan… 

 Part of God’s plan 

 Jesus knew exactly what He was doing 

  Exactly where He was going 

  Not forced by any external circumstances 

   This is where He was to be 

   When He was supposed to be there 

 

Jesus wasn’t running away from the Pharisees 

 He is avoiding conflict too soon 

  His hour hadn’t come yet 

  It wasn’t time to be arrested in Jerusalem 

 

At the right time He will face them 

 He won’t back down 

 He will speak the truth 

Galilee 

Matthew 4:13a 

Conflict had happened in Nazareth 

 Took Him out to throw Him off the cliff 

 He walked through the middle of them 

 

It was not the conflict in Nazareth that moved Him 

It was not the fear of Herod that moved 



It was not the fear of the Pharisees… 

   

Jesus came to Capernaum 

 Stayed there for a time 

  This was God’s plan 

  This was God’s purpose 

 Beside the Sea of Galilee 

 

Lowest freshwater lake – 686’ below sea level 

 33 miles circumference 

 

Not a terrible hike to get around it 

Renee’s gone – I can talk about her…  

Before we moved here, had never seen Lake Superior 

Had never seen any of the great lakes 

Had no idea the size 

Renee was wondering if there was a trail around the 

lake – frequently the case in Colorado 

 Kids could hike around 

 We could see them all the way around… 

Not here, not Lake Superior 

I suppose you could hike around Sea of Galilee 

Wouldn’t be a day or two, it would be a hike 

Take quite a while… 

 

Jesus moved down by the lake 

 There was a reason, there was a purpose… 

 

Galilee comes from Hebrew word galil – means circle 

 Galilee is the area around the sea 



Plateau on the east we know now as the East Bank 

The west is the Mediterranean Sea 

North are the mountains of southern Lebanon 

South is Judea 

Roughly 50 miles north to south 

25 miles east to west 

 The area surrounding the Sea of Galilee 

 

Densely populated area 

 Also very fertile region 

Even w/o green thumb could make things 

grow in Galilee 

Josephus – historian of the time 

 Said there were 204 village in this area 

  50 miles by 25 

 None had less than 15,000 people 

Makes population over 3 million 

 All these people, still room to grow much 

Many people – waiting to hear the truth 

 Less traditional than the center in Jerusalem 

 More receptive 

Josephus said this about the people there… 

"They were fond of innovations and by nature disposed 

to change and they delighted in seditions," 

 They liked revolutions… 

 They liked to disagree 

Want to start a revolt – go to Galilee for your army 

Galilee of the Gentiles 

Territorially part of Israel 

  Samaria on the south 



  Phoenicians on the coast 

  Syrians to the north and east 

 Surrounded by Gentiles 

Not a good thing as far as Jews are considered 

 Mixing the race… 

 Looked down on for this mixture 

 

The great roads of the world  

 From the east and west 

 From the north and south 

  Galilee was a major trade route 

Much external influence 

 Jerusalem more isolated 

 High plateau – didn’t just go through there 

  Galilee was different  

  Passed through there to many places 

One writer said… 

 Judea (the south) is on the way to nowhere 

 Galilee is on the way to everywhere 

 

No surprise this is where Jesus begins 

 Many people 

 Open to new ideas 

  Open and waiting for the truth 

Capernaum 

 Means compassion 

 Matthew’s tax offices were here 

  Many miracles performed here 

  At least 8 recorded by Matthew 



Tradition says Peter’s house was here 

 

Unfortunately…   

Matthew 11:23-24 

Basically uninhabited today 

 They didn’t receive His message 

 They didn’t repent and trust Him 

Light 

Matthew 4:13b-16 

To fulfill prophecy – what was written by the prophets 

 All things according to the plan 

  According to God’s plan 

 

Light and darkness are used much in scripture 

 

Isaiah 50:10 

When you get to the place where you see only 

darkness… 

 Don’t give up 

 Trust the Lord 

 He will bring the light… 

The Jews had waited for, hoped for, wished for the 

Messiah’s coming 

The One who would come and bring light to the 

darkness 

 

Simeon in the temple, holding baby Jesus said:   

Luke 2:32 Light to lighten the Gentiles 



The dawn was coming – Simeon knew it 

 He wouldn’t die until the Light came 

 

Mentioned already this summer’s tour of the Delaware 

Mine with the Youth Group 

The darkness of being underground 

Speaking with someone about the mines this week 

Thinking about those who worked there  

Imagine being underground 

No light, except what you bring 

7 levels underground 

The weight of the earth over your head 

The weight of the darkness 

 If you’re claustrophobic, don’t think too hard… 

Good description of the darkness of our world 

 

Galilee was a dark place 

 Our world is a dark place 

A place that desperately needs the light 

 

The land of Zebulun and Naphtali 

 Joshua 9 talks about this 

 

Zebulun and Naphtali – 2 of 12 tribes of Israel 

 This was the region that they inherited 

 Told from the beginning to drive out Canaanites 

  Never completely did this 

  From the beginning they were mixed 

Various attempts in past to make more Jewish 

 None completely succeeded 



This is the place Jesus came to 

 Fertile soil – open to new ideas 

 Gentile – not completely Jewish 

 

This verse is quoting Isaiah 9:1 

     
Isaiah 9:1-2 

This land – Galilee… 

 They will see a great light 

 The light will shine on them 

 

Not just Galilee, but Galilee of the Gentiles.  

Galilee, conquered by the Gentiles,  

Led captive by the Gentiles,  

Repopulated by the Gentiles,  

Dominated by Gentile influence, 

 

Imagine being down in the mines 

 No light 

 The weight of the world above you 

  Darkness you can feel 

In comes the light – blazing glorious light 

 The true light 

 The light that cannot be put out 

 The light that will rescue and save… 

 

God’s intent, God’s plan 

 Is salvation for the Jews 

 Not just the Jews… 

 He came to Galilee, Galilee of the Gentiles 



God’s plan all along has been to bring the 

light of redemption to the world 

 

Few verses later in     

Isaiah 9:6-7 

A new day is dawning for the world 

 The light has come 

 

This area that exists in the shadow of death 

Subjected to repeated military, political 

aggression 

Corrosive moral and religious influences 

A pagan environment 

 

This is where Jesus comes 

 This is where the light shines brightest 

 

What is the message of truth, the message of light? 

 That Jesus proclaims in this dark place?    

Repent  

Matthew 4:17 

Interesting – same message as John the Baptist 

Nothing new here  

 Repent for God’s kingdom is here 

 

The darkness is here, the darkness is real 

 The darkness is within us 

Repent – turn around, turn to the light 

 The kingdom is ready 



 The Messiah, the King has come 

  The kingdom is next 

 

Simple, straight forward, no doubt what He meant 

 Repent – the kingdom is at hand 

   

We can never get far from this message 

 The message of repentance 

  May not be popular 

 It is the message of light 

 The message of truth 

 

Conclusion 

What is that the Galileans need most? 

 The Light, the Truth 

What is we need most, we who are lost in darkness? 

 The Light, the Truth 

 

What is their response – repentance… 

What is our response – repentance… 

 

Benediction:  2 Corinthians 4:6 

6 For God, who said, "aLight shall shine 
out of darkness," is the One who has 
bshone in our hearts to give the cLight of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ.   
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