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Scripture:  Matthew 3:13-17 

Title:  Jesus’ Baptism 

 

Jesus baptism is recorded in all 4 gospels 

 

Since Jesus’ birth and escape to Egypt 

 He hasn’t yet appeared in Matthew 

  Not until these verses today… 

 

John the Baptist, the herald, has been making things 

ready – announcing His arrival 

Calling people to repentance 

The stage is set 

Everything is ready 

 

Kind of like the anticipation for this last storm… 

Got a blizzard watch notice on my phone Monday or 

Tuesday 

Wednesday that switched to a blizzard warning 

Thursday morning sun is shining, nice blue skies 

Worked on cleaning out my driveway a bit 

Just in case the snow really came… 

Thursday afternoon sun still shining, wind blowing a 

little 

I wonder, what’s going to happen… 

Cancelled 12-step, supposed to start at 7 

Might not get home  

Didn’t start until 9 or 10 

Checked during the night 



Woke up disappointed, driveway – much snow at end, 

still waiting, anticipation building 

Kinda like Christmas, you know… 

We all know the rest of the story 

I would say we had a full-fledged blizzard  

And probably my first real one… 

 

Kind of like that here with the anticipation, only better 

  This is without a doubt a good thing, for everyone 

– not just a few crazy people  

  

The King is born, we know He’s the king 

 He has to escape to Egypt 

 We know He came back…. 

  Then silence. 

Then this John the Baptist guy appears… 

He has been getting things ready 

  Encouraging everyone to get ready 

  Calling them to repent 

And then… 

 

We know one thing that happened when Jesus was 12 

years old 

 Other than that, nothing 

   

Jesus was being a carpenter… 

The King of all creation, the Lord of lords, 

living life as a human, working as a carpenter, 

eating, living, laughing… 

  Knowing the lost world was out there 



  Waiting for Him, needing Him 

  Waiting for God’s perfect time 

   Anticipation building… 

The preparation is finally finished and  

 Anticipation building… 

The King arrives, in the fullness of time, at the right 

time… 

 This is it – the King is here! 

Jesus’ arrival 
Matthew 3:13 

 Then… 

Sometime during John the Baptist’s ministry 

While the people were coming out to see him… 

Don’t know how long he had been ministering – 

at least several months 

News had to travel by word of mouth – no 

CNN or Fox news… 

 The whole region had time to hear 

 Whole region was coming to see him 

 

Luke 3:23 tells us Jesus started when He was 30 

 Perhaps John did also – don’t know… 

 If so, he’s been going for about 6 months 

  Know he was 6 months older 

The word used for arrived here is the arrival of a 

teacher, the arrival of someone in the public eye 

 Jesus steps out into ministry 

 Could’ve walked up to 60 miles to get there 

 Probably alone – disciples not yet called 



Just walking along and there He is! 

Jesus steps out of obscurity 

And He comes to John 

His cousin – perhaps knew each other by sight… 

 Perhaps played together as kids 

 Of course Jesus knew John – omniscient 

John has been out in the wilderness 

Jesus grew up in Nazareth 

 

What would you expect from the King’s arrival? 

After all John has been doing, after all he’s been 

saying 

  What would the King do? 

  What would He say? 

 How would He act, how would He look? 

 What were they getting ready for? 

Jesus’ request 
Jesus steps out, comes to John for a specific reason 

 A specific purpose 

Didn’t just show up one day, following the crowds 

 He was there to be baptized 

  Say what? 

 To be baptized – that’s why He came 

 

Is that what you would expect… 

Jesus getting baptized? 

 

So what’s the problem… 



John’s baptism was for repentance, repentance from 

sin, it was an outward sign of inwardly turning 

 John’s baptism was a baptism for sinners 

 Jesus is not a sinner, He never sinned 

  Not even once 

 

Would Jesus need to repent – NO 

Did Jesus need to change directions – NO 

 Jesus didn’t need salvation 

 Jesus didn’t need to be converted 

Why would Jesus get baptized? 

 

One apocryphal book says his mother and brothers 

made him… 

 Doing what your brothers said…? 

 Whatever mom says though… 

 

The Gnostics said – Jesus was just a man, at His 

baptism He got incarnated by the divine-spirit; He had 

been just human before… 

Scripture says at His birth He is Emmanuel – 

God with us – He was God from birth 

  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

  He had no earthly father 

 

Jesus had nothing to repent of 

He didn’t need conversion  

Why did He get baptized? 

Even John the Baptist had a problem with this… 



John’s protest 
Matthew 3:14 

Prevent – is a compound verb in Greek 

 This is done to intensify it 

This is an emphatic statement by John 

 John kept preventing Him, hindering Him 

John was emphatically, strongly, intensely trying to 

hinder Jesus from having him do this 

 

I need to be baptized by You 

 This can’t be, I can’t do this 

 I’m baptizing sinners, I can’t baptize You 

  You’re not a sinner! 

  This is backwards… 

 

Think of how bold John had been w/ the Pharisees and 

Sadducees – you brood of vipers 

 Where did that boldness go? 

  Pretty bold telling Jesus no… 

He refused to baptize the Pharisees and Sadducees b/c 

they weren’t repentant – not the case here 

 He didn’t need to repent 

 He is sinless 

  He is the King, the Messiah 

 

John 1:29 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, 

"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world! 



John knew who Jesus was… 

John knew he couldn’t baptize Him 

Jesus was sinless – John’s baptism was for sinners 

 Jesus doesn’t need to repent 

 John couldn’t baptize Him 

 

I need to be baptized by You 

I am a sinner – You are not 

Interesting that John puts himself in the class of 

the people he is baptizing 

This greatest man to ever live – is in the 

same class as we are – a sinner 

 

When Jesus first appears on the “scene” what is being 

said about Him? 

 John is saying.. 

He is greater than me… 

  He is greater than any prophet… 

  He is sinless – He is God  

 

Jesus is not just another prophet – He’s in a completely 

different category 

 Prophets were sinners 

 Jesus is sinless 

  John was a sinner 

  Jesus is sinless 

 

Hebrews 4:15 

John is saying – I don’t need to do this for You 

 You don’t have sin, you’re sinless 



I need You to do this for me – I am sinful.. 

 

Matthew (God) wants us to understand 

Though Jesus desires baptism 

 It is not the baptism of repentance 

 It is not the baptism of a sinner 

  Jesus is not a sinner  

Why baptism? 
Therefore, this baptism has some other purpose 

So what would it be? 

 What does He have in mind? 

Show some kind of transformation? 

 When He is not a sinner… 

 

Some say it was some kind of an initiation 

OT priests had a special kind of bath before 

becoming priests 

 

Remember baptism for the Jews was performed only 

on Gentiles 

Perhaps this was Jesus identifying w/ Gentiles 

Perhaps He was just giving John credit for doing a 

good job – endorsing his ministry, supporting John 

 

None of these reasons make sense, in the context 

None of these has any other scriptural backing 

 Where do we find the answer? 

Actually Jesus gave the answer Himself 



It is right 
Matthew 3:15 

There is a special reason John, let it be so 

 I know it is unusual – let it go this time 

  Yield to Me 

 

He doesn’t disagree w/ anything John has said 

 Allow it now 

 It’s unusual but it is necessary 

 

OK, it’s necessary, but why? 

 …for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness 

It is proper 

It is the right thing 

 Even though I have no sin… 

 Even though you are a sinner… 

Even though you generally baptize sinners, for 

repentance 

We’ve got to do it 

 You’ve got to do this 

 I must have this done 

 

 …to fulfill all righteousness 

Jesus wants to do everything that is righteous 

See a similar situation – fulfilling all righteousness in 

Matthew 17:24-27 

…27 "However, so that we do not offend them, go to 

the sea and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that 



comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find 

a shekel. Take that and give it to them for you and Me. 

Jesus didn’t necessarily have to pay tax 

 He was God, He owned everything 

  In order not to offend 

  To do what was righteous… 

Jesus paid the tax 

 

This is what Jesus is doing here w/ baptism 

 Baptism is the righteous thing to do 

 Therefore Jesus is doing it 

 

We’re running out of time 

 We’ve had enough anticipation for a while  

  Give the main idea 

  Next week look deeper… 

Jesus’ identification 
Jesus’ identification is with sinners 

 He was born of a sinner 

 He was baptized like a sinner 

 He was numbered with transgressors 

He identifies w/ sinners in His death 

 

Jesus’ baptism was an identification with you/me 

 We are sinners – we need to repent 

Jesus is not a sinner – He identified with us 

 He took our sins on Himself 

 He died on the cross in our place 

 



 

Jesus’ anointing 
… and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove 

and lighting on Him 

The Spirit came 

 Anointing Jesus for service 

  Kings are anointed… 

 Strengthening Jesus in His humanness  

The Spirit came to anoint Him for kingly service 

 

Did Jesus need strength? 

 Remember – He got tired, hungry, thirsty… 

 His humanness needed strengthening 

 

Jesus’ approval 
Matthew 3:17 

17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is 

My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased." 

My beloved Son – deep rich, profound relationship 

Quoting what all the Jews knew as a Messianic Psalm 

This is the King, this is the Messiah 

 

I am well-pleased – He is delighted with 

 This spotless, sinless One 

 This One who was identifying w/ sinners 

 This is the promised Messiah -   He’s here! 

  He came as a sacrifice for our sins 

  Have you accepted that sacrifice… 



Communion song 

 

These truths lead us into communion 

A time of remembering 

 Remembering Jesus death and sacrifice for us 

 Remembering that Jesus bore our sins 

  Took them on Himself 

 

Our communion here at GCF is open to all who have 

repented and trusted Jesus as Savior 

 The wine is non-alcoholic 

Today, please hold the bread until 

everyone served 

Please hold the cup until all served 

 We will partake together 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him. 

 

Isaiah 53:4 

4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, 

And our sorrows He carried; 

Isaiah 53:5 

5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 

He was crushed for our iniquities; 

Isaiah 53:11 

My Servant, will justify the many, 

As He will bear their iniquities.  



1 Peter 3:18 

18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just 

for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, 

having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 

the spirit; 

1 Peter 2:24 

24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 

cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 

Jesus bore our sin in His body on the cross 

 He took our sins, the sinless Lamb of God 

 He died in our place 

 

Take a few minutes 

 Examine yourselves, confess to the Lord 

 Remember what Jesus did for you… 

 

 

Benediction:   

2 Corinthians 5:21 

21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 

God in Him.  
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