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Title:  New People, New Homes

65 years since VM began
Walter Duff Jr., after challenge from father

Irish evangelist – burden for the lost in the needy 
villages of America

VM began in 1948
Calls continue to come from all over the US and Canada
For providing leadership in small communities

Theme verse - Psalms 145:3-5
3 Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised,
And His greatness is unsearchable. 
4 One generation shall praise Your works to another,
And shall declare Your mighty acts. 
5 On the glorious splendor of Your majesty
And on Your wonderful works, I will meditate. 
This should be part of our daily worship

Telling each other of the mighty acts God has performed

Village Missions Sunday back in 2002, Yampa, Colorado…

(Read figures on back of insert)
In your bulletin is a card 

If you can help VM financially in any way
 There are addressed envelopes on the back table

Pick up if you like to send in with your gift

Greeting…

Colossians 1:18

Remember we have finished the theology part of the book
Now we’re into the practical application section
Put off the old, put on the new…

Let His peace rule
Let His Word have an impact – change you…

We have a new purpose – do all for the Lord Jesus, in His name



This section very similar to Ephesians 5 & 6

Colossians 3:18-21

Wives

• Wives be subject to your husbands…
Parallel passage in Ephesians
Ephesians 5:22-24

Submit – women have been bashed w/ this for many years
That is not my intention, nor my desire today

Some today like to throw this verse out
Call it chauvinistic
Maybe this part of the Bible isn’t inspired

This is just Paul talking…
This is just a cultural bias of that day

Not for our day
So that makes v. 19 cultural also, not for today

Husbands love your wives…
2 Timothy 3:16 – (for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for…

There is also Galatians 3:28-29
…neither male nor female;…

Similar to Colossians 3:11 – male/female missing
We are not talking about superiority of one group over another

Superiority of husband over the wife
That is often confused w/ submission – it does not 
imply superiority or inferiority

Same word is used in Jesus’ relationship w/ the Father – they are 
equal…

From the Greek the idea here is a voluntary act 
Not something demanded by the husband
The wife’s submission is to operate in the context of love

She is protected because of his love for her
Not forced submission



Not humiliating, degrading or violating in anyway

Not submission to some detached impersonal authority
Rather, to a man they have a close relationship w/
To your own husband – not just anyone
The husband that is yours, given to you by God

He is yours and you are his

This is not absolute submission
Children and slaves, dealt w/ soon, is more complete – still 
not total…
Not so for wives…

We have been talking about putting on the new self
Bearing with one another
Forgiving one another
Putting on love – the perfect bond 
We are one body

This is a major change from the social convention of the day
In a Hellenistic (Greek) household 

All family members were to be obedient and 
subordinate to the male head of the household

The wife submits…
Nothing inconsistent with intellectual, moral or spiritual equality. 

It's simply necessary for domestic order in God's design

• …as is fitting in the Lord
Reminder of our context

Under Jesus, His Lordship, He is the Head of the body
This is what should be done b/c of union w/ Jesus

Submit in a manner appropriate to your relationship w/ the Lord
Jesus is our pattern for humility and submission
Jesus is Lord, not the husband, not anyone else

This is God’s intention, God’s purpose, God’s invention, God’s 
design – this is an obligation, a necessary duty

B/c of who Jesus is



The Lord is the center of our attention
He alone can determine what is right and appropriate

Husbands

• 19 Husbands, love your wives
In Hellenistic households the focus was on the male’s rights

As head of the household 
Aristotle said the husband has the innate right to exercise 
his marital authority

In this verse we get the duties of the husband
How many times do we hear…

Wives submit…
How often do you hear

Husbands love…

Why aren’t husbands addressed first here?
Why is it the wives first?

Love was largely absent in Hellenistic households
Even in Jewish discussions of marriage…

This really is a new picture of marriage
We have been talking about being new creations, new creatures

Part of that is also having new relationships
First and foremost should be our understanding that God loves us

We love b/c He loved us…

Ephesians 5:25
Jesus is our model

In spite of the failings of the church
Jesus’ love doesn’t change

He loves w/ grace and mercy
Doesn’t get bitter from our many sins

Husbands are to love their wives as Jesus loves the church

This is not simply emotional or sexual love



It is love defined by the will and action, considering the other as 
the object of one’s concern

Keep on loving your wife, as you did in the beginning
Remember way back…

The Greek word for love is agape
Not eros – physical love
Not phileo – brotherly love
Agape – sacrificial love, God’s love for us
This is a willing love, not love of passion or even emotion
The love of choice – a covenant kind of love

This indicates continuous action
Not just when you say “I do”
Every day following that one also

This love sees your wife as a sister in the Lord
As a life-long partner
As the most important person in the world
As your best friend

If some men took care of their wives as they took 
care of their money…

Never harsh, never bitter, never cross
Honoring and loving her

New life/self is moving away from self-centered life
Flee idolatry where focus more on our own needs/desires

True worship, not idolatry, is lived out in everyday life as pictured 
in the relationship in the house

• …and do not be embittered against them.
Further command for husbands

Perhaps – in particular, don’t be harsh w/ them
Embittered against them

Could also be stop being bitter, don’t have a 
habit of being bitter

Don’t call your wife honey and then act like vinegar 
Don’t show harshness of temper or resentment
Don’t irritate or exasperate them
Provide loving leadership



Put off harshness, temper, resentment
Put on love…

1 Corinthians 7:33-34
33 but one who is married…how he may please his wife, …, how 
she may please her husband.
Husband and wife both should seek for ways to please the other

Children

Colossians 3:20
Husband and wife is 1st relationship dealt w/ in home
2nd is parents and children

Difficult to have relationship w/ children correct if 1st 
relationship is not

Remember years ago James Dobson said – the best thing a man 
can do for his children is to love their mother.

Stronger word here than submission the wife is called to
And qualified – in all things
Also calls for continuous action

Only limit on obedience is if contrary to God’s law

Ephesians 6:1-3
Alicia…
Both parents are included here – father and mother

OT background – 10 commandments
Striking/cursing parents punishable by death in OT
Also continued disobedience…

Disobedience to parents is a sign of ungodliness
2 Timothy 3:2
2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 
arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents,…

This obedience also has a limit
If parents ask something against what God has said
Against His law…

• …well-pleasing to the Lord



It is pleasant and acceptable
Commendable before God Himself

Ever struggle as a kid knowing God’s will
What is the place to start?
Obeying your parents 

Parents

Colossians 3:21
Likely fathers and mothers – parents 
Ephesians 6:4

One of the criticisms of Christianity is that it is a crutch for the 
weak. Belief in God is considered by some to be nothing more than
an illusion to satisfy unconscious needs. 
After studying the lives of more than a dozen of the world's most 
influential atheists, Dr. Paul Vitz discovered they all had one thing 
in common: defective relationships with their fathers. Vitz defines 
"defective" fathers as those who were dead, abusive, weak, or who 
abandoned their children.
Sigmund Freud wrote that his father was a sexual pervert. Thomas
Hobbes's father was an Anglican clergyman who got into a fight 
with another man in the churchyard and, subsequently, abandoned 
his family. Ludwig Feuerbach, at age 13, was abandoned by his 
father, who openly took up living with another woman in a 
different town. Voltaire fought constantly with his father, causing 
him later to reject his surname.
Schopenhauer's father committed suicide when he was 16. Both 
Bertrand Russell and Nietzsche lost their fathers at the age of four.
Sartre, Camus and Hume all lost their fathers in early childhood. 
Hitler's father was a violent man who unmercifully beat Adolf, his 
mother, and even the family dog; he died when Adolf was 14. 
Stalin's father also administered brutal beatings to his son.
Obviously, much more evidence needs to be obtained on the 
"defective father" hypothesis. But the information already 
available is substantial; it is unlikely to be an accident.



Being a father means more than providing a paycheck. It is 
modeling what our Heavenly Father is

Exasperate – provoke, irritate
Make resentful, make someone bitter

Don’t make your kids rebellious
Parent’s responsibility to mold and build the child’s character

We all know – frustration on both sides 
Not saying don’t make your kids mad – unavoidable

As w/ husbands and wives
The duty is not one sided – it involves all parties

So they don’t lose heart
…or they will lose heart
Be without courage or spirit

Listless, sullen, discouraged, despairing
Lose heart – becoming disheartened 

Loss of motivation
Discouraged

More than just an emotional state
Discouraged enough to quit

Discipline needs to be w/ balance
Too much, and too little – both cause serious problems

Many ways to exasperate our children
Overprotection, showing favoritism 
Inaccurate views of child’s worth – too much or too little
Failure to show affection
Lack of standards – opposite of overprotection
Harsh, unnecessary criticism, neglect
Excessive discipline – verbal, physical, emotional – loving 
correction is needed

There is a fine line here
It is important that we discipline our children
They will become frustrated w/ us even when we are doing 
what we should



This verse is talking about the extremes
Lack of discipline is as bad as too much…

Conclusion:
Wives – submit
Husbands – love
Children – obey
Parents – don’t provoke

If you’re not in one of those categories you’re off the hook 
As the church we are the bride of Christ

We must all submit to our “husband”
We are called to love as Jesus loves us

Put on love which is the perfect bond of unity…
God is our Father

As His children we are to obey Him
Colossians 3:12-13

Now, anyone’s toes that I missed 

Pretty simple sounding
Pretty basic

Part of the new life
Part of having Jesus as the center of our lives

Whether in family relationships or life in general
Knowing Jesus should affect our lives, deeply and 
personally

It involves putting off the old – stopping old ways
It also involves putting on the new – starting new ways

Are we doing this?
Are we looking for the new, and doing it by God’s grace?

Benediction
Colossians 3:14-15
14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of
unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 
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