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His peace should rule

Colossians 3:15
• …the peace of Christ

This is only realized through the cross
Through Jesus’ death and resurrection
Through His taking our place, paying our penalty

Understanding the reality of Jesus’ work for us
What His death really did for us, made possible…

This includes the idea of an agreement, a pact
A treaty or a bond
An attitude of rest and security

We are at peace w/ God through Jesus
The war between us and God is over
The treaty was paid for by Jesus’ blood
We are at rest, we are secure

Philippians 4:7

• …rule in your hearts
In contrast to those who would impose external rules…

External rituals and practices
His peace in our hearts is evidence of His work in our lives

Rule is judge, decide, control in your heart
Used of an umpire deciding the outcome of an athletic contest

His Peace should guide our decisions
His peace is the umpire, it will decide all of our decisions

Is it consistent w/ our new life of peace w/ Him?
Does it continue the oneness with Him that believers have?

Our union with the Lord should compel our purity
It should bring a deep peace that abides in our hearts



Sin offends our Savior who we are at peace w/
It shatters the rest and security of our hearts

Choosing sin also hurts our relationship with Him
It brings guilt and shame

Putting all this together…
We were enemies of God
Jesus came, died on the cross offered a treaty in His blood

When we repent and trust Him as Savior
That treaty is signed between us and God
No longer are we His enemies…
We are at peace with God

When it is time for a decision
Remember Whose side you’re on
Remember Who you are at peace w/

Our new relationship w/ Him, our new life
Should be what determines our decision

 
In our decisions we need to always remember

Whose side we are now on…
Is this decision in agreement w/ my new life ?

Will it continue to keep me close and at peace?

• …to which indeed you were called in one body; and be 
thankful. 

To which – the purpose of our calling was peace
You were called – this is again, God’s prior act

We are not just called to peaceful living
This is the peace on earth the angels spoke of…

God and sinners reconciled
Peace is made possible between us and God

There is one body, reconciled to God, made at peace w/ God
No difference w/ nationality…
No difference w/ different spiritual levels…

• …and be thankful



Fulton Oursler was born in Baltimore, Maryland in 1893. He wrote
plays and popular religious books, most notably “The Greatest 
Story Ever Told in 1949”. 
Dr. Oursler used to tell a story from his youth. It was about Anna, a
former slave who, after emancipation, was hired by the family for 
many years. She used to take care of him when he was a child. He 
remembered her sitting at the kitchen table, her hands folded and 
her eyes gazing upward as she prayed, "Much obliged, Lord, for 
my vittles." 
He asked her what vittles were and she replied that they were food 
and drink. He told her that she would get food and drink whether 
or not she gave thanks, and Anna said, "Yes, we'll get our vittles, 
but it makes 'em taste better when we're thankful." She told him 
that an old preacher taught her, as a little girl, to always look for 
things to be grateful for. So, as soon as she awoke each morning, 
she asked herself, "What is the first thing I can be grateful for 
today?" 
Sometimes the smell of early-morning coffee perking in the 
kitchen found its way to her room. On those mornings, the aroma 
prompted her to say, "Much obliged, Lord, for the coffee. And 
much obliged, too, for the smell of it!" 
Years later, after Fulton had left home, he received a message that 
Anna was dying. He returned home and found her in bed with her 
hands folded over her white sheets, just as he had seen them folded
in prayer over her white apron at the kitchen table so many times 
before. He wondered what she could give thanks for at a time like 
this. As if reading his mind, she opened her eyes and gazed at the 
loving faces around her bed. Then, shutting her eyes again, she 
said quietly, "Much obliged, Lord, for such fine friends."
We should be thankful people
Gratitude should come naturally in light of all God has done

Thankful for the new life
No object is listed – thankful for – just thankful.

Absolute call to thankfulness
We are totally dependent on God
His grace through Jesus

Thankfulness is our proper, appropriate response
Have you ever tried giving thanks in the midst of a trial?



Not always easy, usually quite hard…
Give thanks when everything is up in the air?
Give thanks when a job is lost?
Give thanks when there is pain or sorrow

Not easy…

We can always be thankful for the peace we have w/ God through 
Jesus – it is that big of a deal that it should always overwhelm us

We should never get over His love, His sacrifice for us,
The peace that He gives us

Isaiah 26:3
3 "The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace,
Because he trusts in You. 

Isaiah 26:3
3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. KJV

The one whose mind is steadfast
Steadfast on the truth of God’s word
Steadfast on the peace He made available to us

That’s where our minds need to go
Focus on Him, on His peace that surpasses all understanding

His Word should lead

Colossians 3:16a
God’s word should be living and active in our lives
Dwelling in us, being at home in our lives

Home is comfortable, home is best

Few times I’ve been in the hospital
Not more than 3-4 days at a time
(Ernie probably gets this especially right now…) 
One thing I wanted – to go home
Just let me go home, I’ll be fine
I just want to be home
God’s Word needs to be that comfortable in our lives
That is the place we want to be

Where we are most comfortable w/ His Word…



• …richly dwell
Abundantly dwell
If you were cut, would you would bleed Bible

Let the Word really fill you up

When His Word controls our lives we will
Have a heart of compassion, kindness humility…
Be at peace both with God and other believers

To put on the new self, to consider the old dead we must
Let His word dwell in us richly

We need to hear it, read it memorize it, study it…
It should control our thoughts words and deeds

Same as being filled with the Spirit
Our will is changed transformed by God’s Word at work
By the Holy Spirit inside of us

Filled with the Spirit and having the word dwell in our lives richly
Same spiritual reality from two different sides

To be filled w/ the Spirit is to be controlled by His Word
To have the Word dwelling richly in us is to be controlled 
by His Spirit

Teach Admonish and Sing

Colossians 3:16b
When His Word is dwelling richly in us we will…
Teach and admonish with wisdom

And with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs

Teaching is giving positive truth
Admonishing is the negative side – warning people of the 
consequences of their behavior

Do this and do this…
Don’t do that and forget doing that…

Positive teaching
Negative warning



Both are the result of a life overflowing with God’s Word
Based on the truth of God’s Word

We are to teach and admonish each other w/
Psalms hymns and spiritual songs

We are to sing to God w/ thankfulness

Psalms – Old Testament – often set to music
Hymns – expressions of praise to God

Parts of NT are thought to be hymns from early church
Colossians 1:15-20 is a possible hymn
Also, Philippians 2:6-11

Spiritual songs – emphasis on testimony
Expressing in song what God has done

The word dwells in us, in our hearts
By teaching
By admonishing 
By singing

God makes Himself known through these deeds
We need to proclaim God’s mighty acts through His Son

• singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Repeating and emphasizing the previous

Thanksgiving – remembering God’s gracious acts
Praising Him and submitting to Him

Singing with thankfulness
Singing with grace

Gratitude for God’s grace
The proper response to God’s grace is gratitude
Our music should be gracious, filled with grace

Our music should be grace filled at Grace Church 

Singing in your heart doesn’t mean not out loud
Our heart – internal agree w/ our mouth - external

To the Lord…



When we’re singing, Who are we singing to?
So your neighbor can tell what a beautiful voice you have?

Nope, it’s too God
Good news is – He already knows your voice

He made it and He still wants to hear it
He delights in hearing it
He delights in our praises

He is listening to our hearts, not so much our voices
Kind of a funny picture – a bunch of singing hearts…

W/ some of us, that’s a good thing
What’s coming out of your heart?

Probably have all seen a little kid walking along, kicking rocks
Singing away at the top of their lungs
Perhaps not the best musically – definitely from the heart
Shortly after we were married attended a VM church
Star Community church
SE Colorado, crossroads, worn floor regular attenders
Was a man, Shig Wakakua…
Special, monthly
Loved to sing…
Thankful hearts, giving thanks to God

From the heart, always…

Everything we do

Colossians 3:17
Submitting to the Lord Jesus

Every part of our lives
Do everything in His name

Our behavior connected with the confession of our hearts
Consistent w/ who He is and what He wants

1 Corinthians 10:31

Live our lives w/ Jesus as our Lord



• Whatever you do…
This is a comprehensive command – covers it all

Both our words and our deeds
Confessing Jesus as Lord should show in our actions also

We should be so clothed w/ Jesus that when others look at us they 
see Him

• …do all in the name of the Lord Jesus
Do everything in the name of Jesus

Acting consistently with who He is
Acting consistently with what He wants

These actions should be done w/o reluctance or legalistic duty
Giving thanks through Him to God the Father

Putting on our new clothes, our new lifestyle
Our goal is to be like Our Savior

Conclusion:
All that we do should be controlled by His peace
Is God’s peace ruling in your life?

Is it the deciding factor in your decisions?
Is it the controlling emotion in your life?

Not always easy…
God made peace possible through Jesus
We should always remember, never get over…

All that we do should be controlled by His Word
Is God’s word living and active in your life?

Are you reading it, hearing it, studying it, meditating on it 
and memorizing it?

In all that we do we should give thanks
Are you giving thanks, in all things?

Again, not always an easy thing to do
Thankful for what God has done, made possible for us…

In all that we do He should be the center



Is every part of your life centered on Him, focused on Him, 
seeking Him in all things?

Do everything for Him, for His honor, His glory, His 
purpose

Benediction:
Hebrews 13:20-21
20 Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great 
Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
even Jesus our Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing to do His 
will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Sermon outline
Colossians 3:15-17

His p_________ should rule

His W_________ should lead

T_________ A_________ and S______

E_________ we do


